United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. I CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/757,523 



01/15/2004 



Takehiro Ogawa 



04329.3222 



4589 



22852 7590 10/13/2006 

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, GARRETT & DUNNER 
LLP 

901 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20001-4413 



EXAMINER 



TO, BAOQUOC N 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2162 

DATE MAILED: 10/13/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summarv 


Application No. 

10/757,523 


Applicant(s) 

OGAWA ETAL. 


Examiner 

Baoquoc N. To 


Art Unit 

2162 





- 77ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-14 are pending in this application. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
2003/008144, filed on 01/16/2003. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 05/02/2005 and 
01/15/2004. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. 
Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Drawings 

4. The drawing filed on 01/1 5/2004 is accepted by the examiner. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kumuro(US. Patent No. 5,964,168) in view of Ku et al. (US. Patent No. 6,462,762 
B1). 

Regarding on claim 1 , Kumuro teaches an information processing apparatus, 
comprising: 

Means for displaying a plurality of saved files and a plurality of folders 
representing categories which classify the plurality of files on a window (the top folder 
and the lower level folders subordinate to the top folder are displayed on the first area 
133) (col. 4, lines 18-22); 

Means for selecting one of the plurality of displayed folders (the IMS data folder 
is selected folder displayed on the first area 133 is changed as so shown in FIG. 40 so 
as to indicate which is currently selected...) (col. 4, lines 29-35); 

Kumuro does not explicitly teach means for clearing the plurality of folders and 
the plurality of files which are displayed and means for displaying a plurality of another 
folders as selective candidates in a category represented by a selected folder and the 
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plurality of files. However, Ku teaches "means for clearing the plurality of folders and 
the plurality of files which are displayed and means for displaying a plurality of another 
folders as selective candidates in a category represented by a selected folder and the 
plurality of files" as clearing node A and displayed sub nodes C, F, G, H and I (col. 7, 
lines 29-32) which suggests when the selection of the node C, only node C is displayed 
along with others sub nodes not any of the previous selected nodes. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made 
to modify Kumuro's system by incorporate the use of clearing the plurality of folders and 
the plurality of files which are displayed and displaying a plurality of another folders as 
selective candidates in a category represented by a selected folder and the plurality of 
files as taught by Ku in order to allow Kumuro's system to eliminate any unnecessary 
information on the display to enhance system performance. 

Regarding on claim 2, Kumuro teaches the apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein one or more folders, which are not selected, of the plurality of folders are not 
displayed (IMS folder is selected as the top folder and other folders in the system which 
are not selected and are not displayed) (col. 1 , lines 11-15). 

Regarding on claim 3, Kumuro teaches the apparatus according to claim 2, 
further comprising: 

means for further selecting on of the plurality of another folders (that is, the 
picture pattern 133a of the selected folder (the "national flags", in this example) looks 
like a folded file is changed to an opened file" (col. 4, lines 33-35). 
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Kumuro does not explicitly teach means for clearing the plurality of another 
folders and the plurality of files which are displayed; and means for displaying one or 
more files corresponding to a category represented by a further selected folder. 
However, Ku teaches "the user may then select node B and the use-as-root-node 
command. The resulting use-as-root-node input causes the system to produce a tree 
display window (not shown) include node B as if it were the root node, and children 
nodes D and E" (col. 7, lines 49-54). This suggests all previously nodes A and C are 
clearing from the display of node B. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify Kumuro's system 
include clearing previously selected nodes and displaying another node as taught Ku in 
order to eliminate any unnecessary information in the display to enhance system 
performance. 

Regarding on claim 4, Kumuro teaches the apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein the other files which do not correspond to the category represented by the 
further selected folder are not displayed (assuming folder sport are selected, files from 
other from non selected folder such as flowers and animals are not displayed, only files 
from the selected sport folder are displayed on the right-hand side) (col. 4, lines 30-53). 

Regarding on claim 5, Kumuro teaches the apparatus according to any of claim 
1 , wherein the means for displaying includes displaying the folders together with 
character strings with represent the categories (the names of each folders are display 
adjacent to their folders) (fig. 4). 
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Regarding on claim 6, Kumuro teaches the apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the means for displaying include displaying the folders on a first display area on 
the window (the top folder are displayed and the lower level folders subordinate to the 
top folder are displayed on the first area 133) (col. 4, lines 19-21) and displaying the 
files on a second display area on the window (if all embroidery data directly belonging to 
the selected folder, rough images (which will be referred to as the embroidery pattern 
hereinafter) are displayed in the second area 135 together with the name of the 
embroidery data see fig. 4) (col. 4, lines 41-44). 

Regarding on claim 7, Kumuro does not explicitly teach the apparatus according 
to claim 1 , wherein the plurality of files include a file having a thumbnail image. 
However, Ku discloses "the presentation 24 comprise a file folder icon which is a 
representation commonly used for a directory or subdirectory data 
structure... Alternatively to or additional to the graphical representation, each node 24 
may be indicated by a text-based or other identifier such as a file name or 
directory/subdirectory names" (col. 5, lines 30-44). This suggests the image file of 
Kumuro is also an icon as in Ku. Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify Kumuro's system to 
include icon as the image file as taught by Ku in order to give the user a convenience of 
click and view. 

Claim 8 is a displayed method which performs the same steps as recites in the 
system of claim 1 . Since claim 1 is rejected; therefore, claim 8 is rejected under the 
same reason as to claim 1 . 
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Claim 9 depended on claim 8 and having similar step to the rejected claim 2. 
Since claim 8 and 2 are rejected; therefore, claim 9 is also rejected under the same 
reason 2. 

Claim 10 is depended on claim 8 and having similar step to the rejected claim 3. 
Since claims 8 and 3 are both rejected; therefore, claim 10 is rejected under the same 
reason 3. 

Claim 1 1 is depended on claim 10 and having similar step to the rejected claim 4. 
Since claims 10 and 4 are both rejected; therefore, claim 1 1 is rejected under the same 
reason 4. 

Claim 12 is depended on claim 8 and having similar step to the rejected claim 5. 
Since claims 8 and 5 are both rejected; therefore, claim 12 is rejected under the same 
reason 5. 

Claim 13 is depended on claim 8 and having similar step to the rejected claim 6. 
Since claims 8 and 6 are both rejected; therefore, claim 13 is rejected the same reason 
as to claim 6. 

Claim 14 is depended on claim 8 and having similar step to the rejected claim 7. 
Since claims 8 and 6 are both rejected; therefore, claim 14 is rejected under the same 
reason as to claim 6. 
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Contact Information 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Baoquoc N. To whose telephone number is at 571-272- 
4041 or via e-mail BaoquocN.To@uspto.gov. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday: 8:00 AM -4:30 PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached at 571-272-4107. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 

The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follow: 

(571 ) -273-8300 [Official Communication] 

BQ To 

July 10th, 2006 
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